
Friends of the Buda Public Library 

Minutes of Annual Membership Meeting 

January 27, 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by Martha Anderson, president. Approximately 40 
persons were in attendance. Annual meeting handout included agenda, financial report, 
acknowledgements, and contact information. Minutes from last year’s meeting had been 
provided online for review prior to the meeting. Joan Givens facilitated meeting agenda, 
introducing speakers and each new item. A theme of “Engagement” structured focus of 
presenting last year’s activities and accomplishments.  

ACTION ITEMS                                                                                                                                                    
Minutes of the annual meeting held on January 28, 2018, were addressed, and a motion made 
and seconded to accept minutes as written. Acceptance was gained by voice vote, with all 
“ayes” from members, and no “nays”.  

Treasurer Lea Ahmed reviewed the FY 2018 Annual Financial Report. Total expenses were 
$18,868.22, and total income of $24,127.03. Detailed report also is available online. Motion 
was made and seconded to accept the report, which passed by voice vote.  

LIBRARIAN REPORT                                                                                                                                               
Library Director Melinda Hodges provided a review of library activity in 2018. Highlight was 
the opening of the new library facility, including a staff that has grown to 12. During fiscal 
year 2018, a total of 134,324 items were checked out by patrons, who numbered 9,989 as of 
Oct. 1, 2018. Two thousand new library cards have been issued just since the new library’s 
opening in August. Current physical holdings include 40,307 books, 3,384 audio recordings, 
1,645 movies, 54 magazine subscriptions, and 3 newspaper subscriptions. There also are 
numerous and varied digital materials available online. Youth programs numbered 372, and 
were attended by 11,433 persons; 12 outreach programs were attended by 3,143 persons, and 
64 adult programs were attended by 622 persons. The summer reading club drew 308 readers. 
Hodges reported that items provided directly through Friends’ funding in FY 2018 included 
computers, youth programming costs, a 3D printer with laptop and supplies, a cash register,  
Mango Languages,  award winning books for youth, and art classes. Library goals for 2019 
include growing the collection; expanding programs for all ages; opening Maker’s Lab for use 
by the public; and exploring ways to reach patrons who cannot physically visit the library.  

Hodges spoke briefly in memoriam of longtime library volunteer and supporter Audrey Elder.  

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERS                                                                                                                    
Outstanding Library Volunteers for 2018 were introduced by Martha Sanders, Assistant Library 
Director, and by Caitlin Foley, Youth Librarian. The three adult volunteers who were 



recognized were Gina Vrba, Gena Destri McGill, and John Hodges. The outstanding teen 
volunteers were Mariah Gonzales, Adiba Ahmed, and Quinlan McLemore.  

LION’S CLUB SUPPORT PRESENTATION 

Michael Criner, representing the Buda Lion’s Club, presented a check for $1,250 to Friends as 
a 2019 donation to benefit the library.   

2018 REVIEW: Underscoring Engagement                                                                                                                                         

Membership chair Rita Powell reviewed highlights of Friends activities and accomplishments 
for 2018.

The year started with the development of committees to better engage with members; 
welcoming their ideas and abilities to expand our engagement with the greater community.  
Reaching out greatly multiplied the ability of Friends of the Buda Public Library and has 
shown excellent results. 

• Communication with members has multiplied with the greater use of technology and 
media, providing more up to date communication about the organization in the larger 
community and inviting participation. 

• Membership has significantly increased - by approximately 25%; 26 people joined as 
new members during the Annual Book Sale. 

• Community engagement has greatly increased through Friends participation in 
community events such as; Fajita Fiesta, Chamber of Commerce, Keep it Local Fest, 
and the Senior Center Holiday Bazaar. Engagement with Buda Merchants has resulted 
in many of them providing discounts for our members for the full term of their 
membership. 

• Friends members engaged with McCormick Middle School and developed a free Little 
Library for use in that community. 

• Income has increased due to increased membership fees and donations; Friends sale of 
books in the Library; Raffle events; and, of course, the annual Book Sale. 

VIDEO ON COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT                                                                                                                    
A video of short clips of community members, Friends and partners was presented. It was 
compiled by member Allison Teegardin to answer the query, “Why do you engage with Friends 
of the Buda Library?”     

PRESENTATION OF SUPPORT FOR THE LIBRARY President Martha Anderson presented a check 
for $15,000 to library director Melinda Hodges as a monetary contribution in support of library 
programs.  



ELECTION OF OPEN BOARD POSITIONS                                                                                                              
There were four open board positions resulting from two expired terms and two resignations. 
President Martha Anderson introduced proposed slate of new members who had been 
nominated for the positions. They were Marc Hunter, Blanca Houston, Allison Teegardin and 
Jaime Lee. Voice vote of the membership elected all four. The new board, which includes 
Joan Givens, whose position does not expire until next year, will appoint officers at the next 
regular board meeting on Feb. 6, 2019.       

ANNOUNCEMENTS      Joan Givens announced that the Friends guiding theme for 2019 will be 
“Amplify!” as a logical next progression beyond last year’s “Engagement”. To help with the 
coming year’s goals activities, she reminded members to sign up for committees in which they 
might like to participate (Membership and Fundraising, which usually meet together to 
coordinate efforts); to note on meeting sign-in sheet their availability as volunteers for 
various activities that occur intermittently during the year, including during the annual book 
sale; and clarified that they can contact the library to volunteer at the library. She reminded 
members to be sure to use their new Friends membership cards to benefit from discounts at 
local businesses that are partnering with us. Information about current and new partners will 
be kept updated on the Friends website.  

ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                                
President Martha Anderson adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m., and refreshments were 
served.                                                                                                                                                                                                       


